
Mr Desmond Malone 
(Objector) 

 

There were 15 objections raised with EHDC about the PTC Pond Project and with 
the majority concerning the ugly black plastic boardwalk.  Briefly, the main 
complaints were that it was totally out of keeping with the local surroundings and 
unnecessarily high and contrary to Policies SD5, 17 and 23 of the South Downs 
Local Plan and NEP3 of the Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan.  In my view, and that of 
many others, the over-engineered elevated boardwalk just does not comply with this 
requirement.  In particular, the local residents have lived with this ugly black 
boardwalk 24/7 for the past year and can assure EHDC that its construction, finish, 
size and appearance is detrimental to the local area and hence remains a total eye 
saw.  On a more light-hearted note, anyone who thinks that it is totally in keeping, 
and sympathetic, to the local area, should, I suggest, make an urgent appointment 
with “Spec Savers”.    
 
The boardwalk is far too high and could be reduced in height by some 18 inches 
(46cm).  Four Rivers state that it was constructed at the present height because 
possible wave splash, followed by rapid freezing, would make the boardwalk icy and 
dangerous.  Northerly gale force winds would produce wavelets that would increase 
in height towards the southern bank of the pond but due to the limited fetch and 
shallow water, these wavelets would be unlikely to cause any wave splash.  
Particularly as the eastern half of the boardwalk is now protected by an area of 
reclaimed land just north of the boardwalk.  Similarly, the western half is somewhat 
protected by the island to the north.  As you will note doubt have noticed we have 
experienced a great deal of rain over the last few weeks and with overnight 
temperatures of around –4-6C.  Yet although the pond itself has frozen over there 
were no problems with the boardwalk and was not closed due to icing.  Hence it is 
unlikely to be closed due to wave splash in winter.   
 
My suggestion is that the boardwalk is removed, and replaced by laying a 2-3m wide 
sandy pathway on the reclaimed land between the boardwalk and Sussex Road.  
This solution would be significantly more in keeping and sympathetic to the local 
surroundings and so would fully conform with SD5 of the SDNP Local Plan i.e., the 
proposed replacement sandy pathway would be similar in nature and character to 
the existing pathway around the pond.  
 
No mention has been made in EHDC Planning Departments Recommendations 
concerning COVID-19.  The boardwalk is 1.8m wide, which is less than HM 
Governments 2.0m COVID-19 social distancing rule, and so this means that all 
persons are forced to within 1m of each other when passing. 


